
 

 

 



Mother, Scientists, Entrepreneur 

Trish Mandewo, mother, wife, microbiologist and embryologist, self-confessed serial entrepreneur, author and 

politician. A woman of breathtaking achievements who, as an immigrant to North America, is no stranger to systemic 

prejudices. Even with a top-notch resume that included managing a private fertility clinic in the USA, Trish found 

herself taking minimum wage jobs on arrival in BC. As an intersectional woman, her experience and academic 

qualifications were overlooked. 

It may surprise many that in a recent study lead by researcher Lincoln Quillian, professor of sociology at Northwestern 

University, it was noted that relative to the United States, visible minorities in Canada were 11 per cent more likely to 

face discrimination in hiring. “Canada looks pretty similar to the U.S., in terms of its level of hiring discrimination 

against racial and ethnic minorities,” he said.  Trish experienced this first-hand in Vancouver. 

Utilizing her life experiences, Trish had to let go of the science and medical profession and venture into 

entrepreneurship, first with a gym on wheels (Vancouver Tumblebus), followed by a performance-enabling company 

that focused on culture, diversity and organizational effectiveness within businesses and corporations.  

Her extensive energy seems limitless. Not only has she served on numerous boards, but she also co-founded the 

Women’s Collaborative Hub Society, a nonprofit mandated to empower women and girls. Her dedication has paid off, 

and Trish has won numerous awards, including 2017 RBC Top 25 Canadian Immigrant, and is a recipient of Canada 150 

Sesquicentennial pin for leadership and community service.  

But winning awards is not what drives Trish. She is a firm believer in community involvement and is committed to 

public service. As an 11-year resident of Coquitlam, Trish put her hand up for politics.  The community saw what she 

had to offer and elected her to city council in 2018. 

 

https://sociologicalscience.com/articles-v6-18-467/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5424465/discriminatory-hiring-practices-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5424465/discriminatory-hiring-practices-canada/


 

 



 


